CALLING ALL WOMEN 
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Objects: 'To perpetuate the memory of the pioneers and outstanding events connected with women’s 
emancipation and especially with the militant suffrage campaign 1905-1914. 


To secure women’s political, civil, economic, educational and social status on the basis of the 
equality of the sexes, and co-operate from time to time with other organisations working to the same end. 
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SUFFRAGETTE FELLOWSHIP 


Green Cottage 
Pembury 
Tunbridge Wells 
Kent 


Dear Members and Friends, 


I am sending this personal message to advise you of the great loss the Fellowship has sustained through 
the death of our Honorary Secretary, Stella Newsome, which occurred on 12th November, 1969, at the 


Paddington General Hospital, London. 


Miss Newsome was the victim of a road accident which cost her her life and robbed us of our old and 


trusted colleague. 


All our members who knew Stella appreciated very highly her persistent and selfless work throughout 


the years for the woman’s movement generally in which she found many opportunities for service. 


The work of the Fellowship must go on and I am gratified to be able to tell you that Miss Esther Knowles 
has kindly consented to act as Hon. Secretary (pro tem) and to do the secretarial work in consultation with | 
the Chairman of the Executive Committee, Enid Goulden Bach, and myself. Financial matters remain in 


the capable hands of our Hon. Treasurer: 


Miss Lilian Lenton 
66 ‘Thames Eyot 
Twickenham 


Middlesex 


Other correspondence please send to: 
Miss Esther Knowles 
3 Francis Road 
Kenton 


Middlesex 


Yours sincerely, 


GRACE ROE, President 


Preliminary Announcement 


MEMORIAL TO ALL WHO WORKED FOR WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE 


It is hoped to publicly unveil a Memorial on July, 14th., 1970, 
commemorating the courage and perseverance of countless 
wornen and men who for so long selflessly braved mockery, 
opposition and later imprisonment and physical hardship in the 
cause of votes for women. 


The sculpture will be the joint work of Lorne and Edwin Russell, 
a husband and wife partnership, and will stand in the public 
gardens of Christ Church, Victoria Street, S.W.1., close to 
the Caxton Hall, scene of so many historic suffrage gatherings. 
This site has been kindly provided by the Westminster City 
Council. 


The scheme as a whole has been devised and is under the 
supervision of Paul Paget, F.S.A,, F.R.1.B.A.,; late 
Architect to the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's Cathedral and 
of St. George's Chapel, Windsor Castle. 


Further particulars and full details will be circulated later. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BARONESS SUMMERSKILL 
BE ON YOUR GUARD 


To those who are seeking a worthwhile home job, could I suggest 
that the well informed members of the Suffragette Fellowship should 
concentrate on the Parliamentary announcements concerning legislation 
which affect women. 


It seems to me that many members of women's organisations are 
ignorant of the far-reaching implications of Bills which can reach 
their Third Reading before the importance of the provisions dawns 
upon the intended victims. Then it is generally far too late to 
whip up opposition. 


A keen eye and ear can detect what is in the wind before a Bill 
is drafted but there is no excuse for not knowing what is afoot when 
a Bill is presented. It can be bought in the Stationery Office for a 
comparatively small sum and it does not call for a legal training to 
understand its import. 


The Suffragettes aimed a staggering blow at custom and prejudice 
but it was not lethal. 


Evidence of this is to be found in the Ligh Neca of the 
1919 Sex Disqualification Removal Act. 


In our Medical Schools, the letter of the Act is ignored and in 
many quarters, the spirit of the Act is disregarded. 


We need more dedicated women to exercise vigilance in the 
Seventies if we are to safeguard our dearly won liberties. 


STEP BY FALTERING STEP 
by AeM. Pierotti 
Another year has passed and still the positive steps to establish 


equal pay for men and women workers have not been taken, though it is 
now expected that a Bill to provide for the full implementation of 


equal pay by 31st December, 1975 will be introduced now Parlicment has r 


assembled. It will then be necessary to scrutinize the Bill to ensure 
that, as far as possible, it covers the simple principle that, if one 
rate of payment is made when a job is performed by a man, that same 
rate will be paid when it is performed by a woman. 


The T.U.C., it will be recalled, considered that equal pay should 
be established within three years, while the Confederation of British 
Industries thought seven years would be 'more practicable’. No doubt 
both views will be advocated in the House; and those who may be 
impressed by the argument that the country's economy could not bear 
the additional cost of paying women the rate for the job should appre- 
ciate it, if men replaced the under-—paid women, they would unquestion- 
ably receive the 'man's rate’. 


What the Government has in mind in "Productivity, Prices and 
Incomes after 1969", by the statement that the community must accept 
changes in traditional pay differentials as "a necessary consequence 
of accepting the principle of equal pay", has yet to emerge; but in 
view of the long history of delays and evasions in women's fight for 
economic equality, it is understandable that it should be viewed with 
suspicion. Even so, when equal pay is established, it will only be 
one stage in the battle, for there will be questions of training and 
entry into types of employment, promotion, and conditions of work 
(including sick pay) on which there must be no discrimination against 
women: and it is on these questions that women could do far more to 
help themselves. 


It is, for instance, little use for women to claim equal pay and 
equal opportunities if they also ask for privileges on hours of work 
and maternity leave, etc, and it is unfortunate that a newly-formed 
body of young women, Women's Equal Rights Campaign, which is most 
commendably anxious to take action in support of equality, should 
include among its objects a woman's right to maternity leave without 
loss of pay and the right to return tothe same job without suffering 
any loss. This would militate against the employment of women, for 
most employers would be unwilling to face such an indeterminable 


Step by Faltering Step (contd) 


liability. The policy of the equalitarian (feminist) societies is 
sound in declaring that incapacity for work on account of maternity 
should be dealt with under the same regulations as apply to absences 
owing to illness, injury or disability. 


— SS ee 


Garo ic 
MARTAN LAWSON 


"If men will not do us justice, let them do us violence". These 
were the stirring words of Mrs Pankhurst, whose oratory and example 


brought so many young women, myself included, crowding into the Women's 
Movement. 


In 1907 I joined the Women's Social and Political Union as a 
member of the Central Branch. My membership was of short duration, 
Since, at a well-remembered meeting at the Essex Hall, Strand, in that 
same year I was one amongst those who adhered to the Women's Freedom 
League under the presidency of Mrs Despard, with Edith How-Martyn and 
Teresa Billington-Greig as honorary officers. 


I became in 1908 an elected member of the National Executive 
Committee of the W.F.L. and thereafter took an active part in its 
various activities. These included participation in all the great 
processions, indoor and outdoor speaking; interrupting Cabinet 
Ministers' meetings and being violently ejected therefrom; sandwich 
board parades; the census resistance and picketing. One such demon- 
stration in which I took part was the picketing of the House of Commons, 
which went on continuously for fifteen weeks, days and night, whenever 
the House was in session. 


Later I was able to do some further work for the W.S.P.U. One 
particular secret mission, I well remember, was connected with 
Christabel's plans for "The Suffragette". My several contacts with 


he 


Profile - Marian Lawson (contd) 


C.P. were at her Paris home in the Avenue de la Grande Armée, where I 
went for consultations, or perhaps it would be more correct to say to 
receive instructions. I was chosen for this bit of work almost certainly 
because others, perhaps better fitted for it, were "on the run" while I 
was a comparative stranger to the police never having been traced to 
Cliffords Inn or Kingsway. 


In 1908 I joined the Women's Tax Resistance League. Our badge was 
inspired by John Hampden's "Ship Money"; our colours black and brown; 
our battle cry "no Vote, no Tax", 


Distraints and writs were the order of the day. At first the 
Revenue Authorities were content to issue distraints and send in the 
bailiffs. This led to very lively protests being held in the Auction 
Rooms, which must have upset the nerves of the auctioneers for soon the 
procedure, in my case, was changed, and proceeding in the High Court of 
Justice followed. I ignored the judgements given against me which re- 
calcitrance resulted in the Court as the last resort committing me to 
prison, but I never arrived at Holloway for the simple reason that 
King George V on the outbreak of the first World War issued an amnesty 
under which political prisoners already in jail were set free and others, . 
whose cases were in suspense, were not arrested. 


In 1909, I formed the Minerva Publishing Company Limited to ye 
the "Vote", as the official organ of the W.F.L. 


I enjoyed my honorary spare-time job as Managing Director which 
brought me in touch with many well-known writers like Beatrice Harraden, 
Cicely Hamilton, H.W. Nevinson, Laurence Housemann, Israel Zangwell and 
many other supporters of the movement. 


During the whole duration of the militant Movement and for some 
time after I was working on a job that led me to what was to be my 
life's work, for in 1919 I was appointed Managing Director of the 
Sheridan Machinery Company Limited, a post which I held for twenty 
years. I was prevented from obtaining any practical experience in 
Great Britain of the Machinery world: all doors were closed against 
mee So when my firm offered me the opportunity to go to the U.S.A. in 
order to get experience in the shops, I gladly accepted and it was at 
the Sheridan Iron Works in Champlain, New York State that I was able 
to acquire some of the practical experience needed to become Chief 
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Executive on this side of the Atlantic. The territory in which I 
later worked officially covered Great Britain and France, but I 
travelled a great deal in ifurope and established Sheridan Machines 
as far East as Budapest, as far North as Stockholn. 


In 1928 I was admitted to the Freedom of the City of London. 
This gave me special satisfaction - that I, who was not even a 
Londoner by birth, should have become a "Freeman" of the City. 


In 1939 I was appointed Chairman of the Sheridan Group of 
Companies in Great Britain so that altogether, counting the years 
of my apprenticeship, I served the Company over fifty years and was 
its only woman executive. 


I had a special interest in the Women's Election Committee 
(1920-1923) of which I was the Vice President and Hon. Organiser. 
At the time this Committee started there was one woman in the House 
of Commons (Lady Astor). When we ceased our activities, there were 8 
Women M.P.'s. I am very far from suggesting that the further 7 women 
members were there as a result of our efforts alone, but I am con- 
vinced that the intensive propaganda the W.E.C. carried on at this 
period did a lot to create the right atmosphere and to educate the 
political parties on the subject of Women in Parliament. Mrs 
Wintringham, (the first Englishwoman to be elected) was the first to 
accept our willing assistance. 


The objects of the W.E.C. gained support from many persons 
influential in the political world, who spoke at our meetings and 
particularly at the public Dinners which the Committee organised to 
gain the attention of press and public to women's still anomalous 
position in the State. The W.E.C. also made efforts to support the 
_ Peeresses in their own right, headed by Lady Rhondda in their claim 

to take their seats in the House of Lords. ~— 


The difficulties of holding together any organisation on all- 
party lines, to support women candidates are obvious. It is political 
parties and their local Selection Committees in particular that select 
the candidates. Those who want to see Parliament more balanced, as 
regards the number of men and women members, will often support the 
idea in general, but when it comes to a particular election it is 
another matter to expect a Labour woman to vote for a Tory candidate 
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Profile - Marian Lawson (contd) 


because she happens to be a woman — and vice versa. The only effect- 
ive things one can do it seems to me is to support the interests of 
Women Candidates in general and create the right atmosphere for their 
success while bringing pressure to bear on one's own party to adopt 
more and more women. 


As to War Work (1939-45) older women and those tied to civilian 
jobs once again found considerable difficulty in getting voluntary 
work suitable to their capacity. My own efforts were confined to - 
an Fire Watching in Holborn 2) Ambulance Work in Marylebone 
3) In the Home Guard. The women Home Guards who were enrolled only 
after overcoming energetic efforts to keep them out, were praised in 
the House of Commons by Sir Thomas Moore, M.P., C.O. of the 3rd City 
of London, H.G. for their efficient services in his battalion. 


BOOK THESE DATES 
Votes for Women Day, 7th February (Saturday). 
Caxton Hall, 3 pem. Mrs Lena Jager, 


Mrs Pankhurst's Birthday, 1th July. 


Prisoners! Day, 13th October. 
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MILITANCY AND THE WAR-TIME TRUCE 


Grace Roe remembers... 
From a Correspondent 


_ As many of our readers know, Miss Louise Andree Goury is famed 
for her 'Men and Women of Today' luncheons where speakers, as well as 
audiences, represent many different aspects of the arts, sciences, 
politics and various sections of social work. To mark the close of 
the Jubilee celebrations of the granting of Woman Suffrage, Miss Court 
recently invited Grace Roe, President of the Suffragette Fellowship, 
to be the 'Woman of Today' speaker. 


A large gathering heard Miss Roe give a most moving and vivid 
account, first of the last phase of the militant fight for the vote 
and then of Mrs Pankhurst's great work and influence throughout this 
country and America, in furthering the allied cause in the first 
World War. 


As chief organiser of the Women's Social and Political Union, 
Grace Roe was mainly responsible for carrying out the policy of the 
leaders of the Union who were all in prison in the early part of 
1914. All, except Christabel. ‘She who had led the way and exempli- 
fied the W.S.P.U's motto of ‘Deeds not Words' by becoming the first 
prisoner in the cause of votes for women, contrived, when Mrs Pankhurst 
and the other leaders were arrested, to escape to Paris in order to 
continue the direction of the movement from there, including the 
editing of the weekly "The Suffragette." 


Suddenly, the London headquarters of the W.S.P.U., Kingsway House, 
was raided by the police, under government orders, and Miss Roe was 
arrested. That week, "The Suffragette", continuing its uninterrupted 
appearance, contained a striking photograph of Grace Roe's arrest, 
with the caption, 'Undaunted!' She, like other Suffragettes, went to 
Holloway and suffered hunger-strike and the torture of forcible feeding. 


August 1914, was rapidly approaching and the sudden outbreak of 
War, undoubtedly saved the lives and health of many of the women in 
prison, including that of Mrs Pankhurst, who had often been at death's 
door after repeated imprisonments under the notorious ‘Cat and Mouse' 
Act. For the Government granted an amnesty and all the suffragettes 
were released. 
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Militancy and the War-time Truce (eontd) 


Mrs Pankhurst immediately declared a complete truce from militancy 
for the duration of the war. 


Here Miss Roe quoted Christabel's comment on her mother's action - 
"Never was her greatness more evident than in her instant grasp of the 
war issue, and the quickness of her decision and strength of action 
with which, ill as she was and after the strain of nine years' concen- 
tration upon one absorbing cause, she announced her policy." 


Mrs Pankhurst at once urged all W.S.P.U. members ‘to help the war 
effort saying, "What is the use of fighting for a Vote if we have not 
got a country to vote in?" 


Women and War Work 


Miss Roe then described various aspects of the W.S.P.U. campaign 
which included vast patriotic meetings all over the country, addressed 
by Mrs Pankhurst and Christabel, who pressed unceasingly for the 
furtherance of women's war service by their employment on public trans- 

port, in industry, agriculture, etc. 


In July 1915, when the situation at the Front was grave, Mr Lloyd 
George, then Minister of Munitions, asked Mrs Pankhurst to help the 
desperate need for munitions by organising a great procession of women 
to demonstrate their readiness to work in munitions factories. Mrs ; 
Pankhurst agreed and put Miss Roe in charge of the organisation of the 
procession which marched through London on July 1/th as overwhelming 
proof of the strong demand of women to serve their country. 


Lord Northcliffe gave generous press support to this effort and 
told Miss Roe that when the issue of the enfranchisement of women came 
up again, "the whole of my press will be at your back". 


After the procession, Mrs Pankhurst led a Deputation, received by 
Mr Lloyd George who said that women's help was urgently needed, that 
the country was in peril and that "without them victory will tarry." 
It was there and then agreed that the registering and national organ- 
ising of women should be undertaken at once. 


Grace Roe then described various ways in which Mrs Pankhurst and 
Christabel worked for the promotion of industrial peace - being active 


Militancy and the War-time Truce (contd) 


in allaying strikes in the mines, shipyards and factories, when such 
action would have jeopardised the lives of the men in the trenches. 
Both leaders also paid war-time visits to America to explain the war 
aims of the Allies, and their meetings evoked great enthusiasm. 


During her speech Miss Roe quoted from the Foreword to "My Own 
Story" by Mrs Pankhurst, in which she compared the militancy of women 
in their struggle for the vote with the militancy of men:- . 


"How mild by comparison will seem this chronicle of women's 
political and social struggle against political and social 
injustice eee. The militancy of men, through all the 
centuries has drenched the world with blood ..... The 
militancy of women has harmed no human life save the 
lives of those who fought the battle of righteousness ... 
the future lies far ahead but let this Preface and this 
Volume close with the assurance that the struggle for the 
full enfranchisement of women has not been abandoned, it 
has simply been placed in abeyance. When the clash of 
arms ceases.... the demand will again be made. If not 
quickly granted, then once more the women will take up 
the arms they today lay down....." 


In the closing paragraph of the book which is Mrs Pankhurst's 
personal account of the fight for the vote, she wrote:- 


"For the present at least our arms are grounded, for 
directly the threat of foreign war descended on our 
nation we declared a complete truce from militancy." 


Grace Roe concluded by saying that during the course of the 191,- 
1918 war, Mrs Pankhurst foretold that no government and no political 
party would resume hostility to the cause of votes for women. In fact, 
her prophecy proved correct: even before the war ended, the House of 
Commons decided to take the opportunity which Mrs Pankhurst's war-time 
truce afforded, and agreed to bring in a Measure giving to women a sub- 
stantial instalment of voting power. 


It was evident, not only by the warmly expressed appreciation of 
Miss Roe's address by the Chairman, Miss Coury, but also by the many 
individual congratulations received afterwards that the speech had made 
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Militancy and the War-time Truce (contd) 


a deep impression on those present. One heard people around say that 
although they had been aware of Mrs Pankhurst's fame as leader of the 
Suffragettes, they had never heard before of the great part she had 
played in the War. They were particularly struck with her patriotism 
and magnanimity in co-operating so whole-heartedly, for the sake of 
the country, with politicians who were her former political enemies. 


—S Se eS 






THEY WANT TO KNOW! 







28 studentswriting papers on the Suffragette movement 


have applied to the Fellowship for information cover- 






ing the period 1905 ~ 1914 during the past year. This 





has been supplied all over the country. Please note 
that all such requests should be sent to: 







Miss Grace Roe, 
Green Cottage, 
Pembury, 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 
Kent. 
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Congratulations 


To: Miss Sheila M. Geatbricscy Appointed first. wonan chance Lior of the 
i diocese of Chelmsford. Chancellors-are 
the principal lay officers of a diocese, advising bishops. on 
legal and other Bryne. thy Po Cameron is @ barrister. 


To Dr Dorothy Hodgkin, only the chisal womatt holaReO of a Nobel Prize 
who recently’ announced the discovery of the 
crysalline structure of insulin... This is an important British: 
breakthrough in this field. ome 


To sees a atte ate Chitty; awarded the Teleford Gold Medal, the high- 

is est honour of the Institution of Civil 
Hingineerss She is the first full woman member to win the award. 
Miss Chitty made history in her youth by being the first woman 
to take first-class Honours in’ the Mechanical Sciences Tripos. at 
Cambridge. 


Tos Miss Christine Turnbull, aged 20, the first woman balloonist to’ 
~ 92 | complete a” ‘Channel crossing from 
“England to ‘Frances 


To avoera Wert prety Mary ~oneclng Suber se ie: pris Malloy, and 
Vivian Henage, Henage, the first ever girl dockyard apprentices to start 


training at the Navy's signe ia oe a School at Portsmouth. 


To Mrs Zena Archer, Bete voaet dant’ of pee Weadeiataun of British 
Detectives, the largest representative body of 
private detectives in the world. 


To Miss Norma Redrup, who holds the unusual job of testing officer 
for a Herts firework factory. 


“To” Air-Commodore Phillipa Marshall, WR. Aelia appointed Aide-de-Camp 
; “to the Queen, in place of 


Dame ie hand Hill who has retired. 
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ROUND AND ABOUT 
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On January lst, 1970, Mrs Margery Hurst was the first of the 46 
women underwriters elected to Lloyds to take her place in the world's 
greatest insurance centre. She made history, for Lloyds has been a 
masculine citadel for three centuries, and still will not admit women 
brokers. 


Women are to be licensed to assist in the Church of England 
Prayer Book services, thus giving them an improved status in what 
hitherto was a closely guarded male preserve. Women, too, will be 
admitted from July 1970 to Lincoln mine bern College to train for 
full-time pastoral work. 


Three women. may lose their jobs in a Birmingham printing firn, 
because of a union's "men only" rule. The National Graphic Association 
demands that women operating composing machines be replaced by men. 
Women will not be: accepted. as Union members, and the matter has been 
referred to the Association's National, Council. 


Women conductors employed by the Darlington United Bus Company 
are to train as drivers with the same pay as men. The local branch 
of the Transport & General Workers Union approves the idea, but else- 
where, particularly in London, Aldershot, Gt Yarmouth and Alfreten 
(Derby), union opposition has prevented wonen from driving public 
transport. 


Two West Bromwich women have started work as labourers on the 
new section of the M6 at Walsall, Staffs. 


ce een ee ore ee Se ee 


ENDURANCE HAS LIMITS 


After paying generous tributes to women constituency workers in a 
lunch address to 500 Conservatives in Lancaster, Sir Alec Douglas—Home 
was asked could he envisage a female Prime Minister. 


"I can," he replied, after a brief pause. "But if it happens I 
shall seek to go back to the House of Lords". (Daily Telegraph) 
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MRS PANKHURST AS PUBLIC SPEAKER 


A New Edition of "The Fundamentals of Public Speaking" by 
Profs D. Bryant and K. Wallace (Appleton Century Crofts, New York ) 
includes, among many notable historical speeches, "The Importance 
of the Vote" by Emmeline Pankhurst (1908). 


During the long hard struggle for enfranchisement many women 
developed conspicuously as public speakers both here and in the 
States. Mrs Pankhurst was probably the best of these in England, 
say the authors, and her listed speech is highly rated for its 
straightforward presentation, observation and humour. Speeches have 
histories of their own, and some speeches, like some literature are 
part of the pressures which influence men's thoughts and actions. 


We are grateful to, and congratulate the American compliers of 
this most interesting guide for students of public speaking, on their 
realistic understanding of the historic social significance of the 
fight for the Vote which puts our own historians of that period to 
shame. 


E.G.B. 
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NO EASY ROAD 


by Sallie Trotter (Allen Unwin Ltd 42/-) 


Mrs Trotter was the first woman ever appointed in Britain to work 
inside an all-male prison. She was responsible for the welfare and 
rehabilitation of over 1,500 men in Wandsworth Prison, none of them 
first offenders. | 


Many of our readers will recall Mrs Trotter speaking to a 
Fellowship meeting on her prison experiences, and will read her book 
with interest. She brings a fresh approach to the human and social 
problems involved in the present penal system. 


Reviews (contd) 
HOW THE VOTE WAS WON. 


Herta is the title of the Swedish illustrated journal of the 
Fredrika Bremer Association of Stockholm, working to promote equal 
responsibility between the sexes. The 1969 (No.5) international 
issue in English is designed to interest those in other countries 
working for equality. Covering a wide range of subjects - status, 
equal earnings, taxation, and "Fair-do's" at home — first place must 
go to Prof Karin, Westman Berg's fascinating survey of school~books 
and the roles of the sexes. Ina report to the U.N. on the status 
of women in Sweden, the Swedish government urged the need to revise 
text books and other teaching material to remove traditional pre- — 
judice, and the present Swedish school syllabuses also lay down that 
vocational guidance shall help pupils to choose: occupations oe 
to interests and ability and not according to sex. 


But there is a considerable gap between those objectives and the 
material used... From infant schools upwards, in Scandanavian countriés 
the traditional role of the sexes is hammered home with illustrations. 
Vocational guidance reading contains twice as many pictures of bags as 
of girls, and choice of jobs is determined by sex. 


History books have not yet been studied in detail, but a sample 
study (1966) of how history text books cover the origins of women's 
enfranchisement showed more attention paid to the struggle of the poor 
for equelity than to women's efforts to the same end. The course of 
events is played down and very meagre space allotted to it. Professor 
Westman Berg points out that even if more attention is given to the 
subject in higher education reading it usually takes the form of 
ridicule: 


"Reproductions of caricatures of Suffragettes, rather than” 
caricatures of those who fought against then". 


Women - says the writer - have a history of their own. True, but 
surely the fight for the Vote is also part of a nation's history, 

and should be recorded objectively, with pride, and without prejudice, 
in our own British textbooks and teaching material. 


E.G.B. 


15. 


/ 


OBI TUA 


[ 
| 


| 


Sag Say 2 
{ ” 


HELEN PETHICK-LAWRENCE 
by Grace Hoe 


Our Vice-President - Helen Craggs ~ who, in 1957, became Lady 
Pethick-Lawrence, died in January 1969. For the past few years she 
had been living in Canada with her daughter, Sally Walker, and 
lovingly cared for, during a long illness, which she endured with 
great fortitude. 


Her body was cremated in Canada and her ashes sent by air to 
England. On February lst the casket containing her ashes was 
interned in the grave of her first husband, Doctor Duncan McCombie, 
in the quiet church-yard of St Peter's Church at Chalfont St Peter, 
Bucks. 


A memorial service arranged by her son, Alec McCombie, was held 
after the internment, and was attended by Helen's sister, Miss Norah 
Craggs, other relatives and a number of friends which included Lord 
Pethick-Lawrence's two devoted secretaries, Miss Esther Knowles and 
Mrs Gladys Groom-Smith. 


As your President, I was present to represent our Fellowship, 
having first laid a bouquet of early violets and irises on the grave 
with a message of remembrance from our members, attached. 


It was a beautiful morning, cold and frosty, but the sun shone 
brilliantly through the windows of the lovely little church of 
St Peter, which was filled with masses of flowers, many in our 
W.S.PU. colours. 


The small organ was played softly by a young undergraduate as 
we entered. The Vicar, in his memorial address, referred to many 
outstanding events in Helen's life, especially the courageous part 
she played in our fight to win the vote for women. 


It was a most moving service ina wonderful atmosphere of peace - 
also of deep thankfulness that our dear comrade was at last released 
from her five years of pain and suffering. 
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Obituaries (contd) 


No greater tribute could have been paid her than that given by 
Lord Pethick-Lawrence when he presented her with Dame Christabel 
Pankhurst's ‘Unshackled! (How we won the Vote) "To a REAL Suffra- 
gette". We salute you, Helen. 
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ELEANOR HIGGINSON, J.P. 


Eleanor B. Higginson was active in the W.S.P.U. for several 
years before the first World War. She twice went to London to join 
a march and was twice arrested, the second time for hurling a brick 
through the window of the 'Red Lion' in Whitehall. (The Daily 
Express has a picture of her in its files, screaming because her 
arms were being twisted by the police). She went on hunger strike 
and was released both times under the 'Cat and Mouse' Act. 


In later life Mrs Higginson became a Preston Town Councillor 

and Magistrate. In 1966 she presented to the Lord Mayor of Manchester 
for safe keeping the 'Votes for Women' banner used at the historic 
1905 meeting in the Free Trade Hall interrupted by Christabel 
Pankhurst and Annie Kenney. 


VERA HOLME 


Vera Holme, known as “Jack" to her friends, died in January 1969, 
aged 87, after a long, varied and interesting life. After a child- 
hood in Lancashire, where her family had been established for several 
generations, she went. to London, as she was very interested in acting 
and wanted to be connected in some way with the stage. She hada good 
singing voice and eventually joined the D'Oyly Carte Opera Company, 
Singing in the chorus at the Savoy Theatre in many of the Gilbert and 
Sullivan operas over a period of some years. During this time she 
became interested in the Suffrage movement and embraced the cause 
wholeheartedly. 
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Obituaries (contd) 


As well as leading processions in the early days on horseback, 
with the Hon Mrs Haverfield, Maud Joachim and General Flora Drummond, 
she was our first W.S.P.U. chauffeur, often driving Mrs Pankhurst on 
lecture tours. 


It was on June 24, 1909 that Mrs Pankhurst led yet another 
Deputation of prominent women from Caxton Hall to the House of 
Commons. Vera Holme was despatched on horseback with an advance 
announcement that the Deputation was about to appear, and with all 
possible speed she rode on, forging her way through the masses of 
people only to be met by mounted police. The deputation left the 
Caxton Hall as the suffragette drum and fife band ranged on the steps 
was playing the Women's Marsailles and Mrs Pankhurst came on through 
cheering crowds - it was as though they had been received by the 
Prime Minister. But this was not so - all were arrested - including 
Vera Holme. 


When wer came in 191), she joined up with Scottish Women's 
Hospitals and was sent abroad with the unit to Jugoslavia. She was 
there for over two years, being a prisoner of the Germans for a short 
time. She was then sent to Russia as an ambulance driver and was 
there at the beginning of the Revolution, eventually returning by 
ship with Dr Elsie Inglis, by then a very sick woman, and who died 
shortly after their arrival in Scotland. 


"Jack" Holme always kept in touch with her friends in Jugoslavia, 
returning there on several occasions. She settled in Scotland about 
1925, sharing a house in Lochearnhead, Perthshire, with two friends 
who had served with her in the war, Margaret Greenlees and Margaret 
Ker. She had, however, many friends in the south, whom she regularly 
visited, particularly those connected with the stage, a very great 
friend being Miss Edy Craig, daughter of Ellen Terry. She used to 
help her as assistant producer at the annual Ellen Terry Memorial 
performance, in the Barn Theatre at Tenterden, Kent. "Jack" Holme 
also took an active interest in the community life of the village of 
Lochearnhead, organising the local Drama Club, and was also a member, 
(one time President) of the local Women's Institute. 


18. 


Obituaries (contd) 





_ Mrs. Pankhurst driven by Vera Holme, W.S.P.U, Chauffeur 


She was an “excellent ‘photographer, and used to ‘give most inter- 
esting travel talks. She would travel far and wide to give these ~ 
lectures to raise money for the various causes she had at heart. | 
"Jack" Holme was talented in so many things, that it is difficult to 
mention them all. She was extremely capable with her hands, whether 
it was simple joinery, or making lamp-shades,_ or doing illustrated 
painting in her beautiful handwriting. She was also an expert fly 
fisherman. It was sad that for the last two years of her life she 
was completely bed-ridden, after such an active, eventful ‘life, in in 
which she gave so’ much pleasure to other people. 
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Obituaries (contd) 
MURIEL MATTERS 


On November 17th, 1969, The Times recorded the death of Mrs Muriel 
Lilah Matters Porter who, under her maiden name of Muriel Matters, was 
renowned amongst militant suffragettes as the heroine of the Grille 
Protest. 


On 28th October, 1908 a woman visitor took her place in the 
Ladies Gallery of the House of Commons, in the front row next the 
grille behind which all women visitors had to sit. From this point 
of vantage, Muriel Matters (for she it was) proceeded to address the 
House on the subject of Votes for Women. 


All eyes were centred on the attractive fair-haired young woman 
whose speech was prolonged far beyond what might have been expected. 
Agitated attendants rushed to remove her but were unable to do so as 
Muriel Matters had taken the precaution to chain herself to the grille. 
The House of Commons had to choose between the adjournment of business 
and the removal of the grille. The latter course was decided on, so 
when Muriel Matters was finally escorted from the Chamber the grille 
went with her and was never replaced. 


Now, by courtesy of the Office of Works, it is included in the 
suffragette Exhibition in the London Museum. 


Born at Adelaide, Australia, Muriel Matters was the wife of 
Mr W.A. Porter of Penn, Bucks. She was a professional lecturer in 
various subjects and travelled in many parts of the world. During 
the militant suffrage agitation she made a number of impressive 
demonstrations - sailing on one occasion over London in a balloon 
and dropping leaflets on the terrace of the House of Commons when 
the Members were entertaining their ladies to tea. 


The name of Muriel Matters may perhaps be forgotten but her 
deeds will always be remembered in the history of the militant 
suffrage movement. 


M.L. 
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Obituaries (contd) 


STELLA NEWSOME 


Stella Newsome, over 25 years the Honorary Secretary of the 
Suffragette Fellowship, died in hospital in London on November 12th 
without regaining consciousness after a street accident. 


Miss Newsome was a teacher by profession but it was in work for 
the women's movement that she found her real fulfilment. Her early 
introduction to it was through the Women's Freedom League and at one 
stage she withdrew from school to work in the W.F.L. office for a time. 
Later, after the second World War, she became its Honorary Secretary 
when the work for equality was perhaps more onerous and difficult as 
so many people, men and women, seemed to think that women's full 
emancipation had been achieved. 


Miss Newsome was also one of the early members of the National 
Federation of Women Teachers (later re-named the National Union of 
Women Teachers) which worked specifically for equal pay, and she 
delighted to recount how, as a young teacher, she had stood up ina 
meeting and demanded (and received!) the return forthwith of her sub- 
scription to the mixed union of teachers because she considered that 
they were not supporting the women teachers! claim for equal pay. 


Perhaps that gives the key to her character. She worked very much 
behind the scenes, quietly and determinedly, for full equality for men 
and women but, when the occasion required, she was equally ready to 
take. steps, however unorthodox they might be, to advance the cause. 


In more recent years, in addition to her work for the Suffragette 
Fellowship, she gave much help to the Six Point Group of which she was 
also a member. > 


Our debt to women such as Stella Newsome is not and perhaps cannot 
be fully recognised; they are the pathfinders, making the wey easier 
for others to follow without ever themselves reaching their goal. 


M.P. 


We have received a large number of letters of sympathy on the death 
of Stella Newsome, paying tribute to her work and personality, among 
them St Joan's Alliance, the Six Point Group, National Women Citizens 
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Obituaries (contd) 


Association &Mrs Leonora Cohen, J.P., Mary Gawthorpe (USA), Jessie 
Kenney, Mrs Jeger, M.P., Miss Vera Douie, late Librarian of the 
Fawcett Library, Vera Britain, Miss Sargeant (Vancouver), Mr Mrs Bruce, 
Miss F. Potten, Miss T. Potter, Rose Hills, lily Perkins, and many 
other friends, | 
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BEATRICE CLAYTON PEPPER 





The late Beatrice Clayton Pepper who died on June lith, 1969, 
and her sister, Edith, who lives in Urmston, Manchester. They took 
an active part in W.S.P.U. work in Manchester and also went to London 
on various Deputations to the House of Commons, including that of 
"Black Friday' and went to prison. 


The sisters were then in their early twenties and the photograph 
shows them wearing their prison brooches. 
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Obituaries (contd) 


MARY PHILLIPS 


Her father, an M.D. of Edinburgh University, supported the entry 
of women into the profession, brought her up "in the faith". 


Needing a job, she became organiser for the Glasgow and West of 
Scotland Association for Women's Suffrage in 1904. She found the work 
very dull, for the subject was of scarcely more than academic interest 
to the public in those days! Militancy (1905) horrified her employers; 
at first she followed their lead, but her father convinced her of the 
necessity for the fight, and so in 1907 she joined the W.S.P.U. and 
became an organiser (1908-1913). She went to prison in 1908 - one of 
the 50 women arrested on a protest deputation to the Prime Minister - 
and went on a short hunger-strike. Mary Phillips! 'Recital' of "Votes 
for Women" was headlined in the press when, after crouching for 24 hours 
in a cramped space underneath the organ of a Liverpool hall, she success- 
fully interrupted two Cabinet Ministers' speeches. Her loud but invisible 
voice caused consternation in the Hall! 


From 1913-15 she worked in East London with Sylvia Pankhurst, then 
followed a busy and varied career with the United Suffragists; the New - 
Constitutional Society for Women's Suffrage; Women's International 
League; Save the Children Fund, etc; from 1928 to 1953 she was Editor 
of the Daily News Service (brewing trade), and then a semi-voluntary 
worker with the Publications Department, National Council of Social 
Service. She was a Soroptimist from 1955-1961. In 1957 she wrote 
and published The Militant Suffrage Movement in Perspective. 


HENRIETTA ROWE 


Passed peacefully from us in August 1969 in her 97th year. Her 
mind was alert to the end and she often recalled the early days of the 
W.S.P.U. and her admiration for Mrs Pankhurst, Christabel and her many 
friends in the Union. 
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BARONESS HORSBURGH 


A life peeress, Baroness Horsburgh was a former Minister of 
Education, and the first woman Conservative to sit in the Cabinet. 
Few politicians could better her record of "firsts". She was the 
first woman M.P. to move the Address in reply to the Sovereign's 
Speech, the first woman to hold an Hon. degree of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, Edinburgh, and became the first woman to act as one of 
three Lords Commissioners who constitute a Royal Commission. 


——— 
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Lilian Lenton appeared in the David Frost T.V. programme 
"Noon Party" and was interviewed by him. She was also the only 
woman in the panel discussing "Why demonstrations?" in the 
Malcolm Muggeridge programme "The Reason Why". 
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FAWCETT SOCIETY 


The 1969 Conference study of women's complementary role in 
work and society drew a large audience, including overseas visitors 
and there was lively discussion, Mrs Shibarina of the Soviet Women's 
Committee opened the discussion on industrial employers, Trade Unions 
and women workers: Russian women constitute approximately half of 
the total labour force and there is no field in which women are not 
represented. 


INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF WOMEN 


The Committee arranged several friendly functions during 1969, 
including: Tea in the House of Lords, a Wine & Cheese Party at 
13, Prince of Wales Terrace, a Garden Party in Mrs Hemming's garden 
with tea very kindly given by Mrs Hemming, and a Christmas Lunch 
party held at 143, Prince of Wales Terrace. 
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Other Societies (contd) 


The suffragette Fellowship was represented at all the functions, 
and is also represented on the London Friendship Committee. 


L.M.T. 
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STATUS OF WOMEN COMMITTER 


The Committee continues its watch-dog interest over policies and 
measures likely to affect the position of women. Unhampered by govern- 
ment support the Committee is free to lobby and protest when necessary. 
This cannot be said of the new Women's National Commission, set up by 
the Prime Minister recently. Run by a Government secretariat, with a 
Minister of State as co-chairman will this body really be free to pro- 
test and criticise? The Committee will not be represented on the 
Commission, which hopes ‘a link will be maintained’, yet it proposes 
to set up a sub-committee on the status of women by-—passing the Status 
of Women Committee's long years of experience. 
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SUFFRAGETTE PRISONERS 
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A Name to Remember 


GENERAL FLORA DRUMMOND 


Founder of the Women’s Guild of Empire 


Flora Drummond, a young Scots woman, was 
the first person to greet Christabel Pankhurst on 
her release from prison after the 1905 Free Trade 
Hall protest, and she immediately became one of 
the most ardent workers in the new militant cam- 
paign. It was not long before the press gave Flora 
Drummond the name “General” and reporters, 
police, Scotland Yard men and all admired her 
courage. It was at the famous Hyde Park demon- 
stration of 1908 that Flora Drummond became a 
spectacular figure in her General’s uniform, 
mounted on horseback. From then on no demon- 
stration or procession was complete without her. 


Arrested many times, suffering imprisonment, 
hunger strikes and forcible feeding, she, like every 
Suffragette, was proud that women’s militancy 
harmed no human life save the lives of those 
women fighting the battle for freedom. 


When in August 1914 on the outbreak of war 
Mrs Pankhurst declared a truce with the Govern- 
ment, General Drummond played a unique part in 
helping to save the home front. No one individual 
played a bigger part in arousing public opinion to 
unite for victory. Her energy seemed inexhaustible; 
she travelled all over Britain addressing workers 
and allaying strikes. She was one of the deputation 
led by Mrs Pankhurst to the Minister of Munitions 
in 1917, as women in their thousands marched 
through London demanding the right to serve their 
country. 


In 1918, once the suffrage doors opened to 
women, the General lost no time in forming a 
non-party organisation—the Women’s Guild of 
Empire—to educate women for the vote. Branches 
were formed throughout the country and _ her 
platform did much to advocate equal rights for 
women and in cementing Anglo-American friend- 
ship. 





Flora Drummond died at the age of 70, active 
until almost the last day of her life. She had the 
qualities of Generalship, not only in her organising 
ability, but in her fluent oratory and capacity to 
reach the hearts of the people. She left behind a 
record of service not only to women but to the 
nation. 


G.R. 
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Our activities in 1969 
Votes for Women Day, February 6th 


Dame Joan Vickers, DBE, MP, held an absorbed 
audience in the Caxton Hall with her profound, 
sparkling review of the status of women since the 
vote was won. After lively discussion, little Mar- 
garet Tregear presented a posy on behalf of the 
younger generation. Chair: Grace Roe. 


Mrs Pankhurst’s Birthday, July 14th 


Following the flower-laying ceremony at the 
Statue, in which girls from a Surrey High School 
took part, three male speakers addressed the public 
meeting in Caxton Hall: The Rt Hon J. Boyd- 
Carpenter, Mp (Cons), Lord Sorensen (Lab) and 
Lord Wade (Lib) paid tribute to Mrs Pankhurst 
in reviewing women’s position from the economic, 
civil rights and international angles. Miss Sybil 
Morrison moved the vote of thanks. Chairman: 
Enid Goulden Bach. 


Prisoner’s Day, October 13th 


Grace Row presided over a pleasant afternoon 
reunion, much enjoyed by members and friends. 
Extracts from a proposed Pathé educational film 
showing some Suffragette scenes were screened by 
Mr Dunn of Associated British Pathé Ltd at the 
meeting. It was strongly felt that the film needed 
revision and amplification to give a correct picture 
of the suffrage movement. The Fellowship deplores 
the all too prevalent tendency of using dramatic 
Suffragette material without due regard to accuracy 
and emphasis. 


HARD CASH 


There is no need to tell you that expenses have 
gone up—you know from your own experience. 

The 1969 Calling All Women cost over £100 for 
the 300 copies which comes to over 6s 8d each. 
One is sent to every member as part of what is paid 


for in the annual subscription, one goes to all 
woman MPs, to the women’s societies, and any- 
where else where it is felt it may be of propaganda 
value. A few are sold at 2s each. 


We have been extravagant in the running of our 
thiee public meetings, trying to make them attrac- 
tive and comfortable so that—despite great gener- 
osity—(we were given a cheque for £6 by a member 
towards the February one)—there is always a 
serious loss. In fact, we lose substantially on all the 
activities made compulsory by our constitution. 
We have to transfer money from the Trustees 
Deposit Account to cover the deficiencies. This is 
all right for the Fund is built up on the legacies we 
received from Mrs How Martyn and Miss Ellen 
Crocker who provided the money so that the 
Fellowship might continue to function in an 
enjoyable and interesting way. But we do not like 
digging deeply into this Fund. We feel that ideally | 
ordinary expenditure should be covered by 
ordinary income and the deposit account be 
reserved for special purposes. Big inroads are being 
made into it at present for we have started paying 
for the Memorial which it is hoped will be unveiled 
on July 14th next. 


All members pay a2 annual subscription, but 
this is not a fixed amount but is what each member 
is able and wishes to give. Obviously some people 
can afford much more than others so why should 
all pay alike? The subscriptions actually received 
during 1969 varied between 2s 6d and £5. I would 
ask that whatever is sent be sent early in the year,. 
thus avoiding time and money-wasting “‘remind- 
ETse. 

Finally, I thank all of you most sincerely for 
your generosity in the past, and entertain a lively 
anticipation that this will continue in the future. 
Donations, apart from subscriptions, will be 
gratefully received. But I must emphasize that 
your welcome in our ranks is unaffected by the 
size of the financial contribution you can make! 


Litian LENTON, Hon. Treasurer 
66 Thames Eyot, ‘Twickenham, Middx. 
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